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Remarks 

Applicant has amended claim 1. Claims 1-11 remain pending in the application. This 
amendment is being filed in conjunction with an RCE on today's date. 

In the Office Action of May 9, 2006, the Examiner rejected claims 1-3, 5, 7 and 9-1 1 
under 35 USC 102(e) as anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,703,963 to Higginson. Claims 4 and 
6 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as obvious in view of Higginson and U.S. Patent No. 
5,408,060 to Muurinen. Claim 8 was rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being obvious in view 
of Higginson alone. 

In response to the office action dated May 9, 2006, Applicant previously presented an 
argument indicating that the Higginson reference did not teach the matter of claim 1. In 
response, the Examiner provided an Advisory Action stating that the presented argument was 
not persuasive, and that the "input mode selector" taught by Higginson is the electronic 
component(s) which put the device in the selected mode when units 26a, b and 28a,b are 
pressed. 

Applicant has amended claim 1 to recite 

an input mode selector for receiving a signal indicative of a default active input 
mode upon execution of one of the at least two applications and for determining 
an active input mode of the keyboard in accordance with the received signal 
indicative of the default active input mode 

Applicant notes that the Higginson reference is directed to teaching a keyboard that 
can switch modes. An illuminated display adjacent each key indicates the current value of the 
key. Higgonson refers to alphabetic modes, numeric modes and application modes. 

As Applicant noted in the previous response, the application specific modes taught by 
Higginson are still selected by the user using buttons such as units 26a, b and 28a,b referred 
to by the Examiner. Thus, Applicant submits that Higginson teaches a keyboard that is 
responsive only to the actuation of keys for changing modes. Applicant notes that claim 1 
recites that the input selector receives "a signal indicative of a default active input mode upon 
execution of one of the at least two applications...". Even if Higginson is construed as being 
responsive to a signal from the input buttons 26a, b and 28a, b, it is not responsive to the 
execution of an application, and thus does not teach the limitations of the mobile device of 
claim 1. 
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Accordingly, Applicant submits that claim 1 is not anticipated by the teachings of the 
Higginson reference. Applicant respectfully requests that the rejection of claim 1 under 35 
USC 102(e) be withdrawn. 

Applicant re-iterates the arguments presented in previous responses regarding the 
Muurinen reference, and submits that the combination of Muurinen and Higginson fail to teach 
the matter of claim 1. 

As claims 2-1 1 all depend, either directly or indirectly from claim 1, and claim 1 is 
submitted to be patentable in view of the Higginson reference, Applicant submits that claims 2- 
1 1 are also patentable. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the rejection of claims 
2-1 1 under either 35 USC 102(e) or 35 USC 103(a) be withdrawn. 

Applicant submits that the amendment to claim 1 is fully supported by the specification 
as filed, which at paragaph [0014] makes reference to execution of an application changing 
the active mode, while in paragraph [0020] it is taught that "...the application executed by 
mobile device 100 can set a preferred active mode, for example an email application may 
default to alphabetic mode. . ." 

Furthermore, with reference to the flow chart of Figure 14, paragraph [0025] recites 
As illustrated in Figure 14, step 1000, where a signal indicative of an illumination state change 
is received, can optionally include receiving a signal indicative of an input mode change 1006. 
The receipt of this signal in 1006 is typically in response to the receipt of an indication that the 
user has toggled the input mode, as shown in step 1008, or in response to the execution of an 
application that has a default data entry mode 

Thus, the specification, as filed, clearly teaches that the input mode selector receives a 
signal indicating a default active input mode in response to the execution of an application, 
and based on the received signal selects an active input mode. 
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Applicant submits that the application is now in condition for allowance and earnestly 
solicits action to that end. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees, and credit any 
over payments to Deposit Account No. 501593, in the name of Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Mihal LAZARIDIS, et al 



/Dilip C. Andrade/ 
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